




















































CHEMICAL MICROSCOPY 
J,E.D. 

(4) Nickel, and Cobalt salts, in a strong ammoniacal solu
tion give with a· solution of Potassium Iodide, numer
ous crystals having an appearance yery similar to 
crystals of arsenic trioxide. They show up as clear 
double-pyramids, cubes, and hexagonal crystals, clear, 
but with very dark appearing borders and sides. (Light 
refraction) They disappear the ammonia evaporates, 
and reprecipitate upon further additions of ammonium 
hydroxide. Copper and zinc do not so react. They may 
be colored bro'Wil in the presence of an iodine-KI so
lution. 

J.E.D• 

(5) Hexamine (urotropine) gives with Wagner's or Flor
reagent light to dark brown hexagonal and rec

tangular cyrstals. In basic solution the crystals are 
yellow and are of different form, being feathery. 

J.E.D. 

(6) Hexamine reacts with a great number of substances and 
ions, giving numerous different characteristic crys
tals. Chamot and Mason, in their "Chemical Microscopy" 
have listed many of these. Another interesting reac
tion may be observed in the crystals produced by a 
fairly concentrated solution of a copper salt in hy
drochloric acid, hexamine. The crystals are gen
erally elongated hexagonal in shape, and of lemon yel
low color. The pointed ends may become rounded off or 
squared so that the crystals appear rectangular. They 
become quite large. 

J.E.D. 
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OF INTEREST: 

ln order to effect a closer cooperation between police 
laboratories throughout the country, one of our readers has 
made the suggestion that the various technicians offer 
their services, on a cooperative basis, to other workers. 
This seems to us an excellent suggestion, and the procedure 
should prove advantageous to all concerned if put into ef
fect. 

If any other laboratory is interested, we should be 
pleased to announce the names of such departments in THE 
TECHNICIAN, provided indication is given as to the paritcu
lar types of examinations which may best be so made by 
those laboratories. 

It _is to be understood that this is not to be consid
ered as an offer by any laboratory to perform analyses 
which would be likely to involve legal enta~ements (as in 
case work etc.), for any outside department. Nor is it an 
offer .to perform examinations which would ordinarily be 
possible in the laboratory seeking assistance. Rather, it 
will be an offer on the part of individual technicians to 
assist other with problems encountered; in th' identifica
tion of materials which have not been successfully analyzed 
in the laboratory in which originally received; in offerimg 
suggestions as to procedures which might be followed in ex
amining certain materials; in making available (in effect) 
information, standards and collection files, etc. which 
would not be maintained by most laboratories; or in per
forming analyses not possible in those laboratories be
cause of a shortage of equipment. 

For example, one department might offer to run spec
trographic determinations, another to make available files 
of collected specimens of typewriting, cordage, fibers, ex
plosives, ammunition, wood, pollen grains, etcr. etc. 

Any such examinations made, and any reports or opin-
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ions ·offered would necessarily be considered ~on-official, 
as representing the opinions of the individual technicians 
only, and without obligation of the part of anyone concern
ed. Obviously such work as was performed would be done af
ter the laboratory consulted ,had completed its own case
work etc., and might therefore result in delayed reports. 
Further, the laboratory offering its services could not be 
held responsible for the specimens submitted to them for 
examination. If you are willing to so offer your services, 
ple~se notify the Editor of this publication. 

There would be no charge for these services except in
sofar as might be necessary to cover the bare costs of ma
terials used, particularly where such items constituted a 
considerable sum. 

In any event, in ~ubmitting samples to any of these 
laboratories, they should be accompanied by a sufficient a
mount of information to indicate exactly what has been done 
to the specimen so far,. the circumstances under which 
found, etc., or any other pertinent data regarding it. 

Should this service actually be established between a 
number of different laboratories, we should appreciate re
ceiving notices from the technicians concerned as to the 
nature of the services being requested, and of the results. 
Only by this means can we detennine whether the practice 
has value or is being utilized properly. 

THE EDITOR 
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